The Middle East. 


	
	Why is it in the news? 

Many of the news stories from the Middle East involve stories of fighting between Israelis and the Palestinians.




Who are the Israelis? 

Israelis are people who live in Israel, which is at the eastern end of the Mediterranean Sea. 
Israel began as a homeland for Jewish people. In the early part of the 20th century thousands of Jews moved to the area before it became Israel to start new lives and set up new communities. 
Jews have long historical and religious ties to the land dating back thousands of years, but the country itself was only created in 1948. 

Many were escaping Europe and Russia as they were badly treated there because they were Jewish. Many more moved to Israel after the Holocaust, including from Arab countries. 

Who are the Palestinians? 

The Palestinians are mostly Muslim Arabs, although some of them are Christians, who live in the Middle East but are also scattered around the world. 
Palestinians do not have a country to call their own. Most of the land they come from, which they call Palestine, was given to Israel in 1948. The rest of of the land, known as the West Bank and Gaza Strip, was captured by Israel in a war in 1967. 
In the 1960s many Palestinians grew frustrated at not having their own state. They formed lots of groups, the largest of which is known as the PLO - the Palestinian Liberation Organisation. 

For several decades the PLO, and other armed groups, carried out lots of violent attacks against Israelis and Jewish people. One group killed 11 Israeli athletes at the Olympic games in 1972. Other groups hijacked airplanes and boats. 

In 1987 Palestinians living in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, territory occupied by Israel, began fighting against Israeli soldiers and settlers in what was called the Intifada, or uprising. Many children demonstrated against Israeli soldiers and settlers. 

In the 1990s peace talks began and the Israelis withdrew from much of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. The PLO agreed to stop attacks against Israelis. But the uprising started again even more violently in 2001 when peace talks failed. 

How was Israel created? 

The land now called Israel used to be known as Palestine. Before the First World War it was ruled by the Turkish Ottoman Empire, who were defeated by Britain and her allies in the war. 
After WW1 Britain took control of Palestine, but there were many troubles between the Arabs who lived there and Jews who wanted to live there too. 
After the Second World War, Britain decided to let the United Nations decide what to do with Palestine. 

The United Nations suggested separating Palestine into two countries, one Arab and one Jewish. 

The Arab leaders said no to the plan, but the Jewish leaders accepted it and declared the state of Israel. The President of the United States gave his support to the new state. 

However the Arab leaders were not happy, and Israel's Arab neighbours, [including Egypt and Jordan], invaded the new country. 

After months of intense fighting, Israel and her Arab neighbours agreed to stop the war. However many Arab states were still unhappy with the changes that were made and more wars followed.

What are the occupied territories? 

The Occupied Territories refer to two separate bits of land, called the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, where many Palestinians live. 
After the 1948 war, Jordan took control of the West Bank and Egypt took control of the Gaza Strip. Both were captured by Israel during a war in1967 and Israel then took control of both areas. 
Since then Israel has set up many Jewish settlements - communities, some tiny, some as big as small towns - in both the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

These settlements are considered illegal under international law, although Israel does not agree with this. 

Human rights groups also say the Israeli army can sometimes treat the Palestinians too harshly. 

For example, the Israeli army has put up lots of check points on roads between villages. The army say it is to prevent potential suicide bombers from harming Israelis. 

But Palestinians say it makes it much harder to visit friends and family, get to work or school. Some Palestinians compare the restrictions on their lives to being in prison. 

It is thought that these two bits of land will eventually form a state of Palestine, if the two sides can agree a peace deal. 

Have the Israelis and Palestinians talked about peace? 

Yes, many times. 
Between 1967 and 1993 Israel governed all of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 
In 1993, the two sides signed a historic agreement called the Oslo Accords, with US President Bill Clinton. 

They agreed a peace deal based on idea of 'land for peace'. 

A Palestinian government was created, called the Palestinian Authority, to govern Palestinians living in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

Israel agreed to withdraw its soldiers from most of the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank, giving control of these areas to the new Palestinian government. 

However there are still many issues the two sides cannot agree on. 

Israel has also signed peace agreements with her neighbours Egypt and Jordan. 

Why is there so much violence at the moment? 

In 2000 the two sides tried to agree a peace agreement, but the talks broke down. 
In the autumn of 2000 fighting between Palestinians and Israelis started again. 
Hundreds of Israelis and Palestinians have been killed, including many children. 

The Israeli army went back into areas that it had handed over to the Palestinians. Israel says it needs to do this to stop the suicide attacks inside Israel, while Palestinians say the current Israeli leaders want to set back Palestinian efforts to rule themselves. 

Is the UK government doing anything? 

Yes, the British government is closely involved in trying to get both sides to stop fighting. 
And in 2003 international diplomats from the United Nations, America, the European Union and Russia came up with a plan for both sides called 'a roadmap to peace'. 
The plan hopes a state of Palestine could be created in the next few years. 

Both sides say they want to continue peace talks. 

However Israel says it will not talk to the Palestinians until they stop attacking and killing Israelis. 

Some Palestinians say the violence won't end until the peace process shows it can improve the lives of ordinary Palestinians. Other Palestinians, like the Islamic militants, want to destroy Israel and won't take part in any kind of peace talks.] 

Who are the Palestinian refugees? 

During the 1948 and 1967 wars hundreds of thousands of Palestinians left, or were forced out of, their homes and moved to neighbouring countries becoming refugees. 
Over four million Palestinians are now refugees, many living in camps in countries like Syria, Jordan and Lebanon. 
How to help the refugees is one of the big topics the two sides disagree on. 

Suicide bombers 

A suicide bomber is someone who carries explosives and then kills themselves and other people in a crowded place. 
The bombers aim to kill and injure as many people as possible. They target places like shopping centres, restaurants and buses. 
Many Palestinians say suicide attacks are the only way of fighting against the Israeli occupation, saying they cannot match the might of the Israeli army. 

Both men and women have been suicide bombers in the past. 

Israel says their attacks on Gaza and the West Bank are meant to stop the suicide attackers and blames the bombers for the failure of the peace process 

Israel's barrier 

Israel is building a massive barrier in the West Bank. It is mostly a fence, but some of it is a concrete wall. 
The Israeli government says the barrier will help prevent Palestinian suicide bombers travelling to Israeli cities to kill Israelis. The government says it is only temporary and can be removed once a peace agreement is reached. 
Palestinians don't like the barrier. They say it is creating a new border and cutting into land they hope will form a future state of Palestine. They also say the barrier cuts through Palestinian villages and land, stopping farmers from getting to their land. 

The United Nations and countries including the US and the UK have said they don't think the barrier is a good idea. 


